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to prove beyond cavil that the corruptions attributed to transcription are 
correctly explained. Meantime, the clearly and cautiously written mono- 
graph may be recommended to the careful study of beginners in our seminars. 

Charles Burton Gulick 
Harvard Univbrsitt 



M. Tulli Ciceronis ad M. Brutum et M. Bruti ad M. TulKum Ciceronem 
Epistularum Liber Nanus. Recensuit H. Sjogren. Gotoburgi : 
Eranos' Forlag (Lipsiae: Harrassowitz), 1910. 

By a regrettable delay in the editorial office, notice of this slender but 
important volume has been deferred until the present time, when a belated 
and apologetic welcome is more in order than a detailed examination. 

Not so very long ago a justly distinguished editor of Cicero's correspond- 
ence did not shrink from saying, "Baiter is a scholar of high eminence, and 
of his valuable contributions to the knowledge of the letters by far the most 
important undoubtedly is this — he has rendered superfluous any other col- 
lation of the mss which are the sources of our knowledge If 

every editor who does not reproduce the text of Baiter must have himself 
collated the mss, then the work of Baiter has been thrown away. Scientific 
facts once ascertained do not call for repeated verification at the hands of 
each successive inquirer: why should not a collation once satisfactorily exe- 
cuted be regarded as final for the purposes of future editors? I conceive 
that an editor of the letters should accept without question the record which 
Baiter has given of the readings of M and the other mss of the letters," etc. 
Unfortunately too many other students have been quite content also to spare 
themselves much operam et oleum by following in the path of the superb 
insouciance just quoted (there have been one or two praiseworthy exceptions). 
The result has been that up to the present time general uncertainty has pre- 
vailed about the testimony of the MSS on many critical points in the letters 
to Atticus, Quintus, and Brutus especially, though there has been plenty of 
brilliant conjectural coruscation. Fireworks are indeed more illuminating in 
darkness than in dayUght. 

Fortunately Mr. Sjogren has not disdained the long, strenuous, and 
often dull labor of making new collations of a considerable number of MSS, 
instead of relying upon the reports of earher days. How much we owe to 
Mr. Sjogren in comparison with Baiter in even the one matter of the colla- 
tion of M, an inspection of their reports of readings in almost any single 
letter will plainly indicate. An untimely fate swept away C. A. Lehmann, 
from whom much had been hoped, but Mr. Sjogren promises to be a vafiant 
and perhaps a better substitute for him. Since the appearance of his 
Commentationes Tullianae in 1910, in which he lucidly and convincingly 
demonstrated his general principles of criticism, and elucidated a consider- 
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able number of individual passages from the Letters, expectation of solid and 
trustworthy work from him has been fully justified. 

This first fascicle of his critical edition is without preface, for the preface 
is properly to be found in his Commentationes. As a critical supplement 
must also be considered his Tvlliana i et ii, which have appeared in Eranos 
X and XI (1910, 1911). He has been bolder than his predecessors in that he 
has placed the five letters we owe to Cratander ahead of the eighteen (or 
rather twenty-one) still extant in MSS, precisely as Cratander's testimony 
and the contents of the letters themselves dictate, and he has labelled the 
whole as Book IX, following the testimony of Nonius therein, which L. 
MiiUer doubted, but others have not hesitated to accept. For the first 
five letters Cratander is of course the only source. On the remaining number 
the editor has the Welcome note, "Codices MbdmsEGHNPV ipse contuli, 
tantum inspexi." Of the division of these into two classes he has treated 
in his Commentationes, which need not be discussed here. A useful addition 
to the critical apparatus is also a record of the readings of the Venice edition 
of 1470 and the second Ascerisius edition (1522), as well as that of Cratander 
(1528), whereby some judgment of the character of Cratander's work may be 
formed. Some readings of the Roman edition of 1470 are also included. In 
general the editorial work shows a thorough acquaintance with Cicero's 
writings and great sanity of judgment, tending toward what appears a per- 
fectly rational conservatism, which would uphold as Ciceronian many MS 
readings that have been censured by previous critics. The same excellent 
characteristics, it may here be briefly remarked, mark the edition of the 
letters ad Quintum Fratrem, which appeared a year later (1911). For the 
letters to Atticus we are yet waiting with eager and confident anticipation; 
and we may be permitted to hope that Mendelssohn's work will not be 
thought to render superfluous an edition of ad Familiares also by Mr. Sjogren. 

E. T. M. 



La phrase a verbe "Ure" en latin. Par J. Marouzeatj. Paris: 
Geuthner, 1910. Pp. viii+334. 

We have in this book an exhaustive study of the position of the forms of 
the verb esse in the comedians, especially in attributive phrases. M. Marou- 
zeau premises (but does not prove) that an adjective denoting quaUty pre- 
cedes its noun, and one denoting class follows its noun; then inversion in 
either case produces emphasis. — "With respect to the copula, the position 
of the subject is indifferent, that of the attribute is significant" (p. 35), 
e.g., Asin. 220-21. — Bonus est answers the question quid est? Est bonus 
answers honusne est f 

Marouzeau lays a good deal of stress (pp. 53 ff.) upon reprise, the harking 
back, in inverse order, to an idea that has already been expressed, e.g., 
Bacch. 385, 387 (C, D, meter, against the banal order of B). He justly 



